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of these rabbits during the next few months,
before the winter rains come; for a couple of
thonsand pounds spent now will save a hun-
dred thousand pounds in a few months time.

Mr. Green: Why not try to get a cut out
of the Tnperial order for rabbits for sol-
diers?

The PREMIER: It would never do to send
them poisoned rabbits. T know this question
of the rabbit pest is of great interest {o all
hon. members, particularly those of the Coun-
try party, and T can assure them that the
Government will take further steps at onee to
cope with this pest. It is not my intention to
delay the House any longer. I thank hon,
memhers for their indulgence, and I trust the
work of the session may proceed along lines
coinciding with the interests of the comntry.
I am sure that hon. members opposite—and 1
hope the same may be said for memhers of
the third party on this side-—will not endeavour
to harass the Government at the present time,
but rather will assist them in carrying out
those duties whieh they have to perform, Our
desire is to practise the strictest economy in
the interests of Western Australia, while at
the same time not sacrificing the industries
of the country.

Question put
adopted.

and passed; the Address

House adjourned at 10.55 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 29th January, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers. -

CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES,
TEMPORARY.

Mr. SPEAKER: I desire te¢ inform the
House that T have appointed the members for
Toodyay (Mr. Piesse), Leonora (Mr. Foley),
and Hannans (Mr. Munsie) as temporary
Chairmen of Committees.

[For ‘‘Questions on notice,’’ and ‘‘Papers
presented’’ see ‘‘ Votes and Proceedings.’’)

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—INDUS-
TRIES ASSISTANCE BOARD.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES
{Hon. R. T. Robinson—Canning) [4.53]:
Last week the member for Nortb-East Fre-
mantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin} was proceeding
to give notice of motion for some information
relative to the Tndustries Assistance Board.
1 then assured the hon. member that I was
actually engaged on preparing a statement in
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that conmection, which T said I should be glad
to submit to the House on the following Tues-
day: that is, to-day. With your permission,
Mr. Speaker, I should like to make the state-
ment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Minister has permis-
sion to make the statement.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: I
shall read the statement and afterwards move
that it lie on the Table. It is as follows:—

With the objeet of supplying detailed

information to  the public on  the
question of assistance rendered to farm-
ers under the Tndustries Assistance
Act, T bhave had prepared tabulated
figures setting out the position in a
general way. It will be remembered that,
with the advent of the Liberal Administra-
tion in August, 1916, the policy of the
board’s operations was remodelled on the
basis of decentralisation, and providing for
inspection and payment on the farm. The
change in policy has exeeeded even the most
sanguine expectations, and to-day, on the
whola, the Ffarmera asgisted are far more
satisfied and contented than ever hefore,
and the Government feel assured that the
payments now being made are supported by
actval value in the work advanced npon.

Hon. P. Collier: This is not a statement,
but debatable, controversial matter.

The MINISTER FPOR INDUSTRIES: Tke
Jeader of the Opposition will have an oppor-
tunity of debating it later.

Hon, P, Collier: That is just the trouble;
T shall not have the epportunity.

The MINTSTER FOR INDUSTRTES: The
hon. gentleman will have an opportunity of
debating it probably to-day. The statement
eontinues—

The amount advanced by the board at the

31st March, 1917, was £1,257,184, Against

this amount proceeds amounting to £737,770
have been received. These proceeds have
been dealt with in the following manner:

Recoup of board’s advances, cteetera, as

provided for in Section 14 of the Amend-

ment Act of 1917, approximately, £595,770;

Payment made to creditors, or to be made

during the next few days, approximately,

£142.000; total, £737,770. The advances af
the 31st March, 1917, have therefore heen
reduced by proceeds to £661414. If fur-

ther dividends are declared on the 1916-17

pool totalling 1s, per bushel—and this

amount, I am pleased to say, my e¢olleague
the Honorary Minister controlling the wheat
seheme considers should be available in doe
time—this amount wounld be further re-
duced by £190,000; but it is hardly likely
that this money will be available hefore the
close of the hoard’s financial year, namely,
the 31st Mareh, 1918: hence it will probably

be included in the distribution of the 1917-

18 crop, shonld it then be available. Since

the 31st March, 1917, further advances have

heen made of £490,000; but this figure will

be set off by the proceeds of the 1917-18

cropg. Karly in the ycar it was estimated

that creditors would have their claims of
£522,000 reduced by approzimately £200,-

000;" but this estimate has proved too lib-

eral. However, the sum of £142,000 has
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been paid in this direction, and fully justi-
fies the amendment of the Act last year.
The payment in the previous year Wwas
£74,588; thus the amount has been doubled.
As regards the doubtful settlers, totalling
671, the manager informs me that a separate
report has been called for from the inspec-
tor as to each setfler’s chanece of suecess,
and on receipt of this information he per-
sonally investigates the pros and cons, and,
if necessary, submits his report to the
board.  Assistance is being continued only
in those cases where it is considered that
the farmer has a chance of wianing throngh.
The policy adopted by the board is to
grant a clearance s0 soon as the settler has
cleared the board’s account, paid his credi-
tors in full, and can manage umaided. The
clearance is not compulsory, and if the set-
tler desires to remain wnder the board’s
scheme his account is dealt with on a simi-
lar line to a current account with a bank.
He does not pay interest whilst his account
js in credit, and he is not allowed interest
by the board on his credit balance. In every
other way he is dealt with as an ordinary
settler. The policy assists in the financing
of the board’s requirements, which is of
considerable assistance to the Treasurer. It
is estimated that £30,000 is held in this
way. Last year 110 clearances were
granted, representing settlers who have met
their liabilities in full, ineluding ereditors’
claims. TIn submitting the figures as per
attached schedule, I desire to make clear
the following points: (a) The districts
enumerated represent the divisions under
the decentralisation scheme. (b)Y The vari.
ous figures are based on the position at the
31st March, 1917, this date representing the
closing day of the board’s financial year.
{¢) The statement does not inelude settlers
who have been assisted only under Seetion
9, paragraph (¢), of the Act. This para-
graph covers advances for payment of Gov-
ernment indebtedness only. (d) The ae-
counts have been divided into four groups:
good, fair, doubiful, bad. The good ac-
comnts are those in which the advances made
were actually recouped, or having snfficient
proceeds in sight to do so. The fair ac-
counts represent those where the indebted-
ness to the board does not exceed £1 per
acre on the area proposed to be ecropped
during the 1917-18 season, The doubtfunl
accounts represent those where the advances
exceed £1 per acre on the area proposed to
be ecropped during the 1917-18 season. The
bad accounts represent those where aban-
donment has taken place, and where the ad-
vances made are considered lost. In other
cases assistance has been stopped hy the
hoard, and the recovery of advances made is
considered extremely doubtful. (e) The
proceeds of the 1916-17 wheat have been
caleculated at 3s, per bushel, the amount
actually advanced by the wheat board to
date, (f) The item <‘total proceeds’’ re-
presents proceeds of the 1916-17 pool at 3s.
per bushel, the last two dividends of 6d.
and 3d. on the 1915-16 pool, and any pro-
ceeds received for the sale of chaff, hay,
oats, etcetera. (g) If a further payment

of 1s. per bushel is received from the 1916-

17 pool, another £190,000 will be tue result,

and of this amount approximately £175,000

would be in further reduction of the board’s

advances.
1 have here a fong schedule which gives all
the information ic detail to which [ have re-
ferred, but I will only treat it shortly. It
will be impossible for me to read out a sehe-
dule like this, but T can explain it briefly.
I have several copies, and if hon. members
desire that it shall be printed, it can be
printed and circulated amongst them. In the
first colump we have the districts of Perth,
Beverley, Kellerberrin, Bruce Rock, Narro-
gin, Northam, Xatanning, Geraldton, aod
Kuununoppin. In the next column we give
the aumber of settlers in each district, and
following that the amount of the advance to
settlers in each district. These are of the
‘{Good accounts,’’ and it will be sufficient
for me {o say that the total advanced,
amounts to £318,896, As against that the
total proceeds received during the period re-
ferred to was £369,144, so that the recoup is
greater than the advance. The total owing
to creditors is £120,000. The next set of
figures to deal with are what are ecalled
“‘Fair accounts.’’ The amount of the ad-
vance is £375,000, and the proceeds received
came to £212,110, while the creditors were
owed £149,601. The next set of figures refer
to  ‘‘Doubtful aceounts.’” The advances
amount to £487,799, but in round figures there
bas been paid £140,000 by way of proceeds,
and their ereditors total £181,599. The '‘Bad
accounts’’ have been treated similarly, The
amount of the advance i3 £75,172, but even
against those bad accounts proceeds to the
extent of £16,620 have been received, and the
ereditors’ total is £67,996.

Hon. P, Collier: Some of those will have
to get work.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: They
have gone. The next set of fizures comprises
a summary of the whole. For instance, the
total advances is a million and a quarter, the
total proceeds is £737,770, whilst the total
ereditors’ amount is £520,232. The number
of clearances granted is 110. At the bottom
of this tabulated statement hon. members
will find a series of percentages. For in-
stance, take the total amount of the ‘Good
accounts’’ and it will be found to be 25 per
cent. of the whole, whereas the number of
settlers ias 33 per cent. of the whole. The
bags of wheat returned is 50 per cent. of the
whole, and the creditors’ total is 23 per cent.
of the whole.

Hon. P. Collier: What is the pereentage
of the bad ones?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: The
number of bad settlers is 10 per cent. of the
whole and the amount of advances six per
cent. of the whole. The proceeds amount to
two per cent. of the whole. I think this is
very satisfactory. The whole return is from
the inception of the hoard to date.

Mr. Thomson: The spoon feeding was not
so bad after all.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: Let
me Say oncc more that the debts T have re-
ferred to as being a million and a quarter
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were the debts on the 31st Mareh, 1917, The
proceeds have been coming in during this year
and we have them all uow with the exception
of the last shilling. When we get that other
ghilling, which Mr. Baxter, the Honorary Min-
ister, assures me we will get, the debts of the
board will be under half a million, with, of
course, the exception of this year’s advauces
against the wheat, which are in the necigh-
bourhood of £490,000. But as against that
we have this year’s wheat, which my officers
tell me will about set off the advance, so that
I am hopeful in March of this year, when we
close the board’s accounts, to be able to
show the total indebtedness of the board
from all sources to be under balf a million
pounds.

Mr. Maley: Then you will have to advance
again.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: Iu
the following year, but sufficient unto the
day is the evil thercof. The scheme is gradu-
ally eliminating itself.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Se the policy of the
Labour Government was a good thing for the
country after all,

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: 1 am
stating facts. We all supported the Labour
Government when they introduced this Bill.

Houn. W. €. Augwin: There was no Bill at
all.

Mr. Stubbs: We know youn did good work.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES: 1
move—

‘i That the papers do lie on the Table. '’
Question put and passed.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT — BRUNS-
WICK STATE ORCHARD.

Hon, ¥, E. 5. WILLMOQTT {Honorary Min-
ister) {5.9]: With the permission of the
House I desire to make a statement on a sub-
ject which has caunsed a good deal of contro-
versy lately —1I refer to the Brunswick State
orchard,

Hon. P. COLLIER : I have no o¢bjection
whatever to otfer to the hon. member placing
the House and the country in possession of
full facts in connection with the Brunswick
State orchard, bug T rather think if we allow
the statement to be made we shall adopt a
practice which has not hitherto been fol-
lowed. The action of the Honorary Minister
is a decbatable one, and if he makes a state-
ment now setting forth his side of the case,
we ghall be precluded from debating the mat-
ter for some weeks, at any rate uniil we
reach the Estimates.

The Minister for Works:
with by motion.

Hon. P. COLLTER: There is no desire to
take up the time of the House by discussing
this matter on a motion when there will be
ample opportunity of dealing with it on the
Estimates. The point [ raise is—I do not
know whether it is contrary to the Standing
Orders—that it is not fair to the House that
on every administrative aet of a Minister in
regard to which crificism has arisen, that
the Minister should take advantage of the
Standing Orders by making a statcment ex-
plaining his side of the case and giving the

It can be dealt
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reasons which actuated him in doing so, a
statentent which cannot be debated for some
weeks to cone.

The Minister for Works: 1 do not think
s0.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I am giving my opin-
ion and 1 know that the Mimister for Works
is going down to that orchard te have a look
at it and to pass judgment on it. At any
rate, that is what the Press this morning
stated, The Honorary Minister will be bet-
ter advised to defer making his statement
until we have an opportunity of debating it
later on.

Mr, SPEAKER: A Minister has always
been permitted to make a statement in the
House., I do not know what the hon, mem-
ber's statement is likely to be until [ hear
it. 1 will allow the Ministor to proceed, and
1 hope that he will confine himself to facts.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Ain-
ister): I cannot understand the actiou of the
hon. member oppoesite. I simply propose to
lay all my cards on the table, and the hon.
member will have weeks in which to go
through them if he thinks fit, and then he
can deal with them extensively. I have been
accused from time to time of having acted
hastily and even wantonly in regard to the
uprooting of a portion of the Brumswick
State orchard, and T am serry to say that in
some quarters people believe this to be a
fact.

Hon. T. WALKER: Mr, Speaker, it is very
evident from the eommencement of the hon.
member’s statement that he is going to in-
troduce controversial and debatahle matter,
which should only be introduced by motion.
The House is entitled to a statement of facts,
but ne Minister has ever heen allowed to in-
troduce a controversial question, a question
to which there are two sides, and which con-
tains dcbatable matter from beginning to
end. That is dceidedly a breach of the cus-
tom of this Assembly.

Hon. P. Collier: Of course it is.

Hon. T. WALKER: T have ounly to draw at-
tenilion to the difference hetween a statement
affecting administration and a communica-
tion gimply of bhare facts, which places the
House in the position of understanding the
eonduet of the Government and the defence
of a Minister against accusers, hut the plac-
ing of his side of a controversial matter be-
forc the Asscmbly will silence every wmem-
her who may disagree with him, If a Minis-
ter infroduces dchatable matter, it is the
privilege of the House to dehate if.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Kanowna
is perfectly correct so far as a statement
containing controversial matter is concerned.
I took it, however, that the Honorary Minis-
ter was going to make a statement of fact
and that he was going to deal wiih some-
thing which happened and give information
which would be of some value to the House.
But if hon. members raise the question that
contruversial matter is being introduvced, T
will have to rule the Minister out of order,

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister}: I will proceced to make my statement
in as few words as possible and I will con-
fing myself to facts
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Hon. P. Collier: Then do not argue in sup-
port of your own actions.

Houn. F. E. §. WILLMOTT (Honorary Min-
ister): When I made my first visit {o the
orchard at Bronswick in August last, | stated
then that I was not satisfied with what 1 had
seen, Mr, Moody was optimistic and informed
me definitely that he expeeted the proceeds ot
the orehard for 1917-18 to pay working ex-
penseg. In view of that definite statement T
waited until the trees had set, or rather failed
to set, their fruit, so that I might have an
estimate made to prove or disprove Mr.
Moody’s statement. T had that estimate made
by the manager of the orchard, an official ap-
pointed by Mr. Moody himself. According to
that decument, 1014 acres of apple-trees were
estimated to bhe earrying 130 bushels; 2%
acres of pears had no fruit; 3 acres of
peaches were estimated to he ecarrying 15
bushels; 13 acres of plums, 3 bushels; halt
an acre of nectarines had no fruit; 1%
acres of apricots had no fraoit; 4% acres of
prunes had no fruit; 3% acres of oranges
were estimated to be earrying 100 bnshels;
those orange trees are there to-day. A half
acre of lemons was estimated to be carrying
30 bushels; those trees are there to-day. Five
agres of grapes were estimated to be earrying
the equivalent of 1,400 lbs. of dried fruit.
Being so light the erop was an -gasy one to
estimate, and as the acting manager was ap-
pointed by Mr. Moody himself it was not
likely that he would underestimate it. I*am
quoting these figures to controvert Mr. Con-
ner’s statement.

Hon, P. Collier: That is the unfair part of
it. That is what 1 object to. You should
have taken advantage of the Address-in-reply
debate.

Hon. F, E. 8, WILLMOTT {Honorary Min-
ister): Ts it not a statement of fact?

Hon. P. Collier: No, you are setting out to
controvert Mr. Connor,

Mr. SPEAKER: 'The hon.
not argue.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minjgter) : Well I will confine myself to state-
ment of facts. When I visited the orchard on
the 12th Pecember I found that the fotal
sales of produce from the orchard te the 30th
November amounted to only £44 41. 7d.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: What was the age of
the orchard?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): Five years and six years. Certain
dried fruits and apples exhibited at the
Royal and other shows were placarded
as having been grown and processed at
the Brunswick State orchard, In reality
they were grown in privately owned or-
chards and were purchased by the Govern-
ment and sent to Brunswick to be processed.
As a matter of faet it was necessary for the
Fruit Industries Commissioner to contravene
his own regmlations to enable those fruits to
reach the Brunswick State orchard to be pro-
cessed. I did not act off my own bat regard-
ing this orchard. Mr. Wickens, the chief in-
speetor of fruit industries, visited this orchard
alone prior to my visit, and went down again
with me on the 12th December. After con-
snltation and a rigid inspection of the archard,

member must
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extending over two days, we arrived at the
conclusion that with the exception of ecertain
varieties, such as figs, almonds, oranges, and
one row of apple-trees, there was ouly one
thing to be donme in the hest interests of the
taxpayers, mnamely, grub up the orchard.
Some £3000 had been spent on the orchard.
The wages shect alone ran into £10 Ss. 7d. per
week, anid the estimated expenditure on the
orchard for the year approximated £1,000,
while the return, as I have already stated,
was praetieally nil.

Mr. Jones: Were those wages exclusively
for the orchard?

Hon. F. E. 8 WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) :  Yes. The Brunswick State
orchard had nothing to do with the
Brunswick State farm. TBach was under
separate control, with one manager for
the orchard and one for the farm, one

set of implements and horses for the farm
and another for the orchard, Everything was
treated in that way, a most expensive ar-
rangement. The cehief fruit inspector advised
the retention of all the oranges, lemons, figs,
almonds, and choice varieties of grapes, and
they are there to-day. The fig-trees, which
were growing well, we have kept for an es-
peeial purpose, namely, to retain the wasp, a
tiny insect of great use to the growers of
Smyrna figs. Mr. Wickens and myself ex-
amined the die-back on the apple-trees, and he
was emphatic that it was dve to unsatisfac-
tory soil conditions I am entirely of that
opinion also.

Hon, T. Walker: All this is debatable.

Hon. T\ E. S, WILLMOTT (Honorary
AMinister): Not at all, We have here a map
and a pamphlet issued by the late Fruit In-
dustries Commissioner in which he himself
states that the land is uvnsuited for the pur-
pose.

Hon. P. Collier: You are arguning the whole
position. It is most unusual for a WMinister
to take advantage in this way of the privi-
lege of making a statement.

Hon. ¥. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister}: Mr. Breen, district orchard in-
spector, wasg aiso called in to give his opinion
and report. His report bore out the views of
Mr. Wickens and myself, namely, that the
trees were suffering serionsly from die-back
becanse they were in an unamnitable Iocality.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: There is die-back all
over the State.

Hon, P. E. 8. WILLMOTT
Minister) : Of course there is,

Hon., T. Walker; There seems to be a little
of it in the Government.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: They require grubbing
out.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister) : I have heen taken to task for what
is termed my hasty action. I have here figures
showing that the working expenses of the or-
chard amounted to £62 18s. 4d. per month. The
sum expended during the five months ended
30th November, 1917, was £314 11s. 9d. The
expenses of the orchard were heaping up all
the time, and backed by the advice of the ex-
pert officers I have named, and supported by
the opinion of commercial fruitgrowers of
local renown, I have nothing to regret on thbe

{(Honorary
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score of my action in respect of the Bruns-
wick State orchard. If I were to go there
now and find what I found then, I would do
exactly the same thing. .

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin: But why did you say
that the late Minister planted the orechard
without the adviee of his experts?

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister): I did not say say apything of the
sort.

Hon, W. C, Angwin: It was reported in the
FPress as a statement given by you to one of
the reporters.

Hon. P, Collier: On a point of order, I sub-
mit that the hon. member is going beyond the
privilege accorded to a member of making a
personal statement or making a statement to
the House. It is unfair to the House and to
other members that the hon. member should
be permitted to argue in support of his action,
seeing that we cannot debate the question.

Mr. SPEAKER: I must draw attention to
the position. The hon, member tried to con-
fine himself to a statement of facts but was
drawn off by interjection. T hope the Minister
will confine himself to faets.

Hon. F. E. 8. WILLMOTT (Honorary
Minister: I have nothing further to say,
execept that when statements having mo
foundation in fact are made I cannot
help repiying te them. When the Esti-
miates come before the House I shall
have an opportunity of dealing fully with this
matter, and I feel sure that when I am al-
lowed to make a full explanation, every ua-
biagsed member will agree that I was right
in my action.

BILL—BROOME LOCAL COURT,
ADMIRALTY JURISDICTION.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson--Canning) [56.24] in moving the
second reading said: This is a Bill for an
Act to confer limited admiralty jurisdiction
on the local court at Broome and for other
relative purposes. Admiralty jurisdiction is
conferred on the Supreme Court under the
Colonial Courts of Admiraity Aet, 1890.
Cases in the past have arisen where a very
considerable amount-of delay and expense has
devolved upon the State, and upon individuals,
through having to refer claims on seamen’s
wages and claims of a similar nature to the
Supreme Court at Perth for coasideration.
The object of this Bill will be clearly seen
from Clanse 2. It is to confer a limited
jurisdiction in Admiralty on the local court
at Broome in respect of seamen’s wages and
masters’ wages, and the disbursement of
ship’'s accounts. Hon. members will see by
the Bill that the limitations are clearly fixed;
firstly, the ship is not to exceed 150 tons bur-
den, and secondly, that the claim is not to ex-
ceed £100. If this Bill is passed, under the
Colonial Courts of Admiralty Aect, it will re-
quire to be reserved for the signification of

His Majesty’s pleasure. I move—
f‘That the Bill be now read a second
t‘ime‘!,

Question put and passed.
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Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without ameandment, and the
report adopted.

BILL — SEWERAGE WORKS VALIDA-
TION.
Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon, W.

J. George—Murray-Wellington) [5.36] in
moving the sccond reading said: This Bill

is really more than anything else a formal
Bill. Tt is to validate certain actions taken
by the Department of Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage some time ago, which ac¢-
tions were not guite in accordance with the
laws of the land. Unfortunately, the officer
concerned omitted on two or three oceasions
to include certain matters in an advertise-
ment in the ‘‘Government Gazette,’’ and
afterwards as these particnlar cases were
passing through Cabinet and Executive Coun-
cil. There has, consequently, been some little
trouble in conuoection with the matter, and to
put the thing on o straightforward basis it
is desired that this Bill should be passed. We
had the necessary power under the Aet, and
this is really to remedy the omissions of an
officer of the department, only a small matter
in jts way.

Mr. Draper: What was the omission?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The omis-
sion was to include certain matters in an ad.
vertisement in the ‘‘Government Gazette.’’

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You had to pay some
damageas.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There was
some little case in which damages were given.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Have they been paid
vet?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. There
is nothing in the matier, so far as I am
aware, that is not absolutely straightforward.
I am net sure that the questions concerned
did not arise during the period when the
leander of the Opposition (Hon. P. Collier)
was in charge of the Mines Department,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: There have only heen
damages to pay since you have been there.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The case
was tried before I became Minister, but just
as a legaecy has bo be paid after the death
of the persen bequeathing it, so have we had
to pay this legacy from what was left by
the previeus Government. I move-—

‘“That the Bill he now read a second
time.’’

On motion by Hon, P. Collier, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—CURATOR OF INTESTATE
ESTATES.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Canning) [5.40] in moving the
second reading said: Hon. members will re-
colteet that some time last year a select com-
mittee of the House was appointed to investi-
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gate the affairs of the departient of the
Curator of Intestate Estates in the Supreme
Court. I think you, Sir, were one of the
members of that Committee. A report was
wade by that committee to the House con-
cerning the vonduct of that office, as well as
a number of recommendations, some of which
1 propose to go through. It is, in fact, owing
to this report that this Bill is now before the
House, All the recommendations made by
that committee have been dealt with. For
instance, the first point raised, that of the
inadequacy of the salary received by the
Curator himself, bas been dealt with, as hon.
members will see when the Estimates come
along, by the provision for an extra or spe-
cial allowanee to that ofticer. The staff it-
gelf has been increased, and the equipment
of the office altered. I think I am right in
saying that there were two clerks in that
department, but now therc are seven.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They have a great deal
more work to do now on acconnt of the war,

Hon. T. Walker: The scldiers’ estates oc-
cupy a great proportion of their time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: These alter-
ations have becn made to the stafl and in the
method of running the office, after consulta-
tion with the Treasury as to an improved
system of the keeping of accounts. The se-
leet committee found that the aecounts were
kept in a bad way, and a new system is aow
in course of being followed. We were in a
difficulty with regard te the new system in
applving it to those of the old estates which
had not yet been finalised. In order, how-
ever, that matters should not be confused, it
was determined that the old system should be
left alone so far as it affeeted the old estates
not yet finalised, and that the new system
should, when introduced, apply to cvery es-
tate from then onwards, the old estates bLeing
gradually eliminated from day to day. There
should not be many of the old estates left,
and I hope that, in the near future, the old
system will be entirely abolished. Another
recommendation of the select committee was
that the old bookkeeper should be got rid
of. He has, however, heen kept on for the
purpose of winding up old estates, about
which it was thought no one else knew more
than he did. We have had a new accountant
in from the Treasury, who has placed the
whole department on the lines to which I
have referred. The seleet committee alse sug-
gested that the Curator took a long time to
wind up estates. The Curator, however, said
it was not his fault but was, rather, the
fault of the system. Tt was thonght by the
eommiiltee that some procedure should be
found whereby the estates ecould be wound
up cheaply and quickly, and when we ¢ome to
examine the provisions of this Bill T thiak
hon. members will gee in what direction we
have given effect to that opinion. There is
alse a number of minor matters dealing with
valuations, jewcllery and its dispesal, and so
on, in the committee’s report, which have
been dealt with in aceordance with it. The
report also dealt with the duoties of officers
at out-stations, Practically every represen-
tative of the Government, or ecivil servant,
situated in these out-stations, has been ealled
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upon to act as agent for the Curator. The
committee complained that thesc agents were
not sufficiently instructed.  Clear and pre-
cise instructions have uow heen drawn up
and seat to each of these out-stations, and
there shoud bhe uno pussibility of a mis-
take occurring there in  the future.
The Curator has becn instructed to make in-
guiries within reaseuable limits with a view
to trucing next of kin. Arrangements have
also been male with the Treasury whereby
uwoneys for the purpose of financing any oo
tates having no liquid assets will be mude
uvailable, to enable them to be carried on
for the time being, The Curator said thav
if estates had no liguil assets with which he
could wind them up he himself possessed no
funds for the purpose, and no means of getting
them,

Hon, W. €, Angwin: Is that provided for?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. In the
meantime, earrying out the recommendation
of the committee, the Treasury has found a
fund for use from time to time in respect to
such estates, as hon. members will see from
the provisions of the Bill. 1 may say, in
answer to the member for Kanowna (Hon. T.
Walker}, that a temporary staff bas been
speeially appointed to ideal with the numner-
ous soldiers’ estates which are now going
throngh that office. T have very full and de-
tailed answers connected with each of the re-
commendlations of the committee, and if any
hon, membher desires further information I
shall be only too happy to supply it. T have
now dealt with the matter in a general way.
Dealing with the provisions of this Bill, I
wigh to inform hon. members that the office
of the Curator bimself takes its origin from
f“An Act for the better protection and betfer
administration of the estates of deceased per-
«oms,”” passed away back in 1883, The pro-
visions of that Act were in the year 1903 either
repealell or incorporated, with some amend-
iments, in what we know as the Administration
Act of 1993. Tnder the existing law the Cura-
tor is not charged with the administration of
any estates of deceased persoms to such an ex-
tent as to enable him to complete the adminis-
tration by distributing the assets among the
beneficiaries. His functions are to protect the
estate, and to pay the debts of the deceased
pending the grant of probate which may he
made by the eourt to exerutors or mext-of-kin
or representatives of the deceased. Speaking
again of the present time, the first thing done
is that the Curator applies to the court for an
order to collect, which order is granted. Then,
after an interval, three months in small eases
and six months in cases exceeding £101, as a
rule, an order to administer may be ohtained,
which order enables the Curator then to pay
debts. But, notwithstanding the order to col-
lect and the order to administer, no part of
the estate can be distributed amongst the
legatees or next-of-kin until ordinary probate
or letters of administration have been issued
by the court to eme of the persons entitled,
other than the Carator. That explaing the ex-
isting law. The object of the present Bill is
to enable administeation with all the powers
of an administrator under letters of adminis-
tration, with or withont a will annexed, to be
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exercised. As regards all those cases in which
pnder the existing law partial administration
can be granted to the Curator, administration
can under this measure be granted to the Cura-
tor subject to certain conditions, w_luch are:
that the court may at its discretion, instead of
‘granting administration to the Curator, make
in the first place a temporary order for cpl-
lection and proteetion, or may limit or restrict
the grant, and that on the grant of probate or
wdwinistration to the executor or the next-of-
kin the Curator is thereupon superseded. Lt
will therefore be observed by hon. members
that, without in any way interfering with the
rights of an execntor or the right of nexlf-of-
kin, in ail cases where the Curator thinks
proper to intervenc administration is granted
hy the Conrt, in what is known as its simplest
form, to the Curator himself, conferring vpon
him all the powers and duties of an ordinary
administrator, and enabling him as Curater to
carry out the administration to its very com-
petion, except, of course, so far as probate
or letters of administration issuing in the or-
dinary way may be applied for and granted
iitdependently of the Curator, in which case
his duties cease, and he hands over the estate
to the person appointed by the court.

Hon. T. Walker: Of course these powcers
would only come in where the executor under
the will or the next-of-kin eould not he found,
or in case of intestacy.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T am coming
to that, The effeet of the new Bill is that
so long as the parties interested in the de-
ceased s estate cither approve of administra-
tion hy the Curator. or do net bother to take
a band in the administration, an additional
order of the court to collect will suffice, and
the delay and cxpense of the procedure nuder
the present Aet—namely, first an order to col-
lect, secondly au order to administer, and
thirdly probate or letters of administration
for distribution—are all avoided. Moreover,
under the order the Curator will he able to

proceed  forthwith te realise on the estate,
and if neéessary o divide it., Heavy
loss is frequently oceasioned by the hold-

ing over, and the delays bhecome cxnsper-
ating to members of the public who may be
iuterested in these estates. Let me point out
that the Curator dees not intervene on the
death of any person except upon the happen-
ing of one or more of the following cnses:—
Where the deceased person leaves no execu-
tor, widow, hushand, or next-of-Kin, resident
within the jurisdiction, willing and capable
of acting in exeention of the will or adminis-
tration of the cstate; where the exccufor
named renounces probate of the will, and all
the persons primarily entitled to adminis.
tration by writing filed with the Master de-
etine to apply for administration; where pro-
bate or administration is not applied for
within threce months after the death of such
person; where, after the expiration of 30
days from such death, there appears to the
court to be no rteasonable probability of
application being made within sucl period;
where the cstate or any portion thereof is
unprotected, or liable to waste, and the exe-
entor, or widow, husband, or next-of-kin is
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absent from the locality of the estate, or of
such portion thereof, or is not known, or
has not been found; where the estate or any
substantial portion thereof is of a perishable
nature, or i8 in danger of being lost or des-
troyed; where by the will of such person the
Curator is appointed to act in the administra-
tion of the estate. Under the existing Act
there is power to deal with estates of a per-
ishable nature, bat ne power to deal with es-
tates that are in danger of being lost or
destroyed. 1n several Eastern States the
oflice of Curator has given place te that which
is known as the public trustee.

Hon. T. Walker: Would it be better to cre-
ate a public trustee erganisation here than
to make these provisions?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In answer to
the hon. member, I bave made a e¢onsiderahle
number of inquirics regarding the working
of public trustee offices in the ISastern States,
and have carefully counsidered the creation of
such an office in Western Australia, i have
not yet arrived at & coneclusion, although the
matter is continually under consideration, as
to what is the proper thing to do; and, rather
than see these matters go on in the way they
have for yeurs gone on, causing dissatisfac-
tion to the public by delays which are ua-
avoidable by reason of the statute, T decided
to bring down to the House this Bill, which
will cure those defeets for the moment. The
question of establishing a public trustee
oflice here will receive further consideration,
T may say that guite a quantity of literature
in favour of the public trustee system has
becen submitted to ine by various residents of
this State. 1 am carefully pernsing it all.
I do not propose to go the length of estal-
lishing a public trustee under thig Bill, but
T suggest that several clauses should be in-
serted enabling the court to appoint the
Curator, if it thinks fit, to some of the fol-
lowing offices: committee of the estate of
a lunatie; euvrator of a prisoner’s estate; to
take vharge of the esintes of insane persons
in place of the Master in Lunacy; to exercise
auy of the siduciary powers of the Master in
respect of any funds or moneys under the
control of the court. But apy such orders
will only be made by, and of course can be
revoked by, the conrt.

Hon. T. Walker: Are you not overloading
the Curator’s office?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
think so. The object’is to give the court the
oppertunity, if it wishes to do so, to have
this, thut, or the other estate handed over
for eonvenient dealing with to the Curator.
T do not think this would overload the Cura-
tor., One of the recommendations of the
selcct committee is to that cffect. Personally
[ would not care if those clauses wero elimin-
ated cntirely, betause they represent what ia
rather an innovation and would somewhat
trench upon what might be ecalled publie
trustee funetions. T have as far as possible
followed the recommendations of the sclect
committee, who went very exhaustively into
this subject. Some question was raised by
them as to the desirzbility of the investing
of funds by particular offices. I myself
would like to see a business man appointed
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to take churge of the investment of fumis in,
say, the Curater’'s office and the Sepreme
Court. Hon. members can deal with those
elauses as they please. Next as regards
audit. The Auditor General will be respon-
sible for the auditing of the accounts, which
are to be kept in what are known as the
prescribed forims. These forms have hecn
sef out by the Treasury. Provisions have
been adopted from the Acts of the Easlern
States and New Zealund for recipeneity to
regulate dealings with the olices v the
several States, whether the dearl ocewrs in
Western Australin or elsewhere, and to faei-
litate the payment of moneys and the trans-
fer of moncys as betwen public trustees in
the Eastern States and our Curaror, or viee
versa. The fees of the Curator, also in accord-
ance with the select commuttee s repori, have
been slightly increased, At present the fee
for administration is ona per cent. on the
vaine of the estate, which, ur evervome who
has ever administered the department knows,
is far too small, That i1s increased to 214
per cent. The four per cent. allowed on the
colleetion of moneys is raised to five per eent.
The clauses of the Bill upon whish [ have
not touched may be ealled supplementary
c¢lauses, and do not materially alter the exijst
ing law. Any rules that are required to be
made under the statute for the pgovernance
of the Curator’s work will be made, not by
him, but by the judges. I move—
‘‘That the Bill be now read a seeond
time,”’
On motion by Hon. T. Walker debate ad-
journed.

RILL—LGCAL OPTION CONTINUANCE.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hom R. T.
Rokinson—Canning) [6.0] inr moving the
second reading said: This is a Bill for an
Act to continue until the month of April, 1921,
the licensing districts as constituted by the
Lieensing Act, 1011, and the loeal option re-
solutions in foree thereunder. Under Section
76 of the Lieensing Act, 1911, a local option
vote was to be taken in every district in West-
ern Auatralia, in or hefore the month of April,
1911, and in the month of April in every third
year thereafter. The provisions of Scetions
77 and 78 and the following sections of that
Statute reduced the resolutiong to be taken
hefore 1921 to the questions dealing with the
increase of licenses and State control. The
full local option dealing with the reduetion
of the number of licenses, discontinuance of
licenses and no renewals was held over until
after the year ending the 31st December, 1920.
Those are the provisions of that Statute. Hon.
members will remember that a vote was taken
in 1911, and resulted in all distriets, with the
exception of one only, Gascoyne, voting for
no increase. Gascoyne voted for an increase,
By the Act 35 of 1913 it wasg enacted that the
loeal option vote should not be taker in the
year 1914 and every third year thereafter,
but should be taken in the year 1915 and every
three years thereafter.

Hon, P. (ollier: Tn what vedr was that vote
taken?
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In 1911.

Mr. Draper: Why was the poll postponed to
19151

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know; I was not here at that time, and it is
not shown in the Statute, I am only placing
before hon. members the information dis-
closed by the Statutes. By the Act No. 4 of
1915 it was deeided that the vote should not
be taken in 1915, but that the original vote
taken in 1911 shewnld remain in force until the
year 1918. The present Bill provides that the
vote shall not be taken in 1918, but that the
vote taken in 1911 shall continue in operation
and he effective until a vote is taken in 1921,
for very much the same reasons that the voting
was postponed three yeara ago. Hon. members
will understand that it is necessary that the
clectoral distriets or the houndaries of electoral
distriets shall coincide with the boundaries of
the magisterial or licensing districts. As the
vears have gone on, whilat the eleectoral district
boundaries have not been altered, the magis-
terial boumdaries have, for various reasons,
been altered from time to time, and the first
reason [ am giving hon. members for the
introduetion of this Bill is that before we can
take a vote, say in April of this year, the
houndaries of the existing magisterial dis-
tricts will require to be altered, to be made
¢o-terminous with the electoral districts, other-
wise the rolls used for the electoral districts
will he of no use in the referendum. There is
no doubt that when eventually a poll is taken,
that particular work will have to be put in
hand, and it will he somewhat of an expcnse
in itself. In the year 1911 the State was for-
tunate enough to be able to induce the Com-
manwealth Government to permit the local op-
tion vote to be taken at the same time as
the Federal referendum was taken, and the
Commonwealth only charged the State what
was called the aetual out of pocket expenses,
which amounted to £954. It was estimated,
and I bave no reason to doubt that the esti-
mate would to-day be any less—in fact T
think it would be more—that to take a local
option poll, assnuming it would be contested
in every distriet, as I have no doubt would
be the case, the cost to the State would be
between £,000 and £5,000, Some officers have
stated that it would cost the State £6,000,
Hence for the reasons I have given it js pro-
posed that the period for the taking of the
poll should be postponed from April of this
vear to 1921, Tn the meantime we can go on
as we are iloing, respecting the vote taken in
1911, which, in effect said, ** No more licenses- **

Hon, T. Walker: No increases.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No inereases,
and it i1s well known that no new licenses can
be granted in any distriet within 15 miles of
licensed premises. In 1921 the whole of the
local option provisions under the 1911 Act wil}
come into full working order, Tocal option .
will then he a fact.

Mr. Hickmott: How would it be to take the
poll in 1920, and not make it operative until
1921? TIn that way 3t could he taken in con-
junction with the general elections.

Hon. T. Walker: You forget that there is
hound to be a general election hefore then.

The ATTORNEY GEXNFERAL: The hon.
member told me that he would he back in this
seat within threz months and that was IS
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months ago, s0 I do not value his prophecy.
But if hom. members suggest that the poll
should be taken in 1920 instead of 1921, |
am quite willing to consider that phase of the
matter. The first thing that strikes me is that
all Covernments have objecied to a liquor
question referendum being taken at the time
of a general election. OQur friends opposite
opposed it, and it has been generally agreed
by Parliament that the idea is not a good one.
Without entering into reasons for or aguinst
it, it will be admitted that there are enough
issues hefore the people at a general election
without baving this dominating issue for the
time being confused with the return of 4 mem-
ber. That is why I would be inclined to op-
pose the poll being taken in 1920,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I can give you a
stronger reason. The Act of 1911 provides
for ten years,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At the pre-
sent time the cost of an extra election would
be a serious matter to ws, bnt what it will be
in 1920 or 1921 I do not propose to guess.
I think we had better deal with the faets as
we have them to-day. The present is not the
time in which to have another referendum in
this country on any subject, let alone on a
liquor subject, and the state of affairs might
very well be left as it stands until 1921. That
is the whole object of the Bill. I have a good
deal of information here about the numbers,
and the cost of the last poll taken in the vari-
ous distriets, and I can supply it to hon, mem-
bers if they desire to have it.

Hon. P. Collier: That vote gave a strong ex-
pression of opinion in favour of State con-
trol for new licenses.

The ATTORNEY GEXERAL: T have all
those figures, and they are available to hon.
memners.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pam,

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the Attorney Gen-
eral proceeds I should like to draw attention
to the Title of the Bill and to ask whether he
thinks it covers the Order of leave. At first
sight it does not cover Clauses 2 and 3. Stand-
ing Order 261 reads as follows: —

Every Bill not prepared pursvant fo the
Order of leave, or according to the Rules
and Orders of the House, shall be ordered
to be withdrawn,

I shonld like to Liear the Attorney Genera! on
this question.

The Attorney General: You mean, Sir, as
to whether the Title of the B! covers the
purpose of the Bill?

Mr. SPEAKER: As to whether it covers
the Order of leave. Clause 3 reads as fol-
lows: —

Section 2 of the Licensing Aect Amend-
ment Act, 1911 (as amended by Act No. 4
of 1915), is hereby furiher amended by
omiiting the words ‘‘one thousand nine
hundred and eighteen’’*in subsections 1 and
2 thereof respectively, and inserting in
place thereof ‘‘one thousand nine hundred
and twenty-one.’’

The Order of leave is for an Aet to continue
until the month of April, 1921, the licensing
distriets as constituted by the Licensing Act.
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1911, and the lveal option resolutions in force
thereunder.

The Attorney General: You mean, Sir, as
to whether there should not be in the Title
something to indicate that the Bill is to amend
the Aet of 1911¢

Mr. SPEAKER: Quite so. I shall be
pleased to hear the hon. member on that.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tirst of all
the two statutes to whiech 1T have already re-
ferred, namely, No. 35 of 1913 and No. 4 of
1915, hear exactly the same Title as the Bill
hefore us. Of courgse I realise that two
wrongs do not make a right, Still those Aecis
have passed this place and another place.
However, [ take it, Sir, your peoint is as to
whether the Title of the Bill covers Clanse 3,
which is obviously an amendment of the Aect
of 1911.

Mr. SPEAKER: Quite so.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tn answer
to that I say that the Title of the T3ill, al-
though it does not use the word ‘‘amend’’
obviously meang an ameudment of the Licens-
ing Act of 1911; because on reference to the
Act of 1911, as I explained before tea, the
referendum or poll was to be taken in the year
1914 and every three years thereafter until
1921, The first amending Act altered ‘19147’
to *1915'’ and in 1915 it was again post-
poned until 1918, Now I am asking to have
1t postponed till 1921. After some considera-
tion of the matter T submit to you that the
Title clearly indicates that there is an amend-
ment, in that it says ‘‘an Act {o continue
until the month of April, 1921.* Obvioualy
that is an amendment of the Act of 1911. I
quite agree that the Title of the Bill might
be ‘“an Act to continue the licensing districts
and the local option resolutions, and to amend
the Act of 1911’ but I contend that an Act
continuing till April, 1921, the licensing dis-
tricts and the local option resolutions which
the Act of 1911 said would take place at re-
eurring periods, is in itself obviously an
amendment.  There, T should 3ay, the Title
itself covers any amendments indicated by the
clauses following on it. Have T made myself
elear?

Mr. SPEAKER: Quite clear.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There iz no
contentious point invelved; it is, rather, an
academic point. Still, if yon think the Title
is not sufficient T am willing to withdraw the
Bill and re-introduce it under any other Title
that would meet with »oar approval. TIn all
seriousness T think the Titie which the Soliei-
tor General himself has dralied and whieh has
appeared before the Houso on three different
occasions indicates an .amendment of the Act.
To quote the Standing Orders, ‘‘The clauses
of a Bill must be indicated in the Title.”’
Have we not indicated in the Titl» the amend-
ments contained in the clanses? With all re-
spect I think we have. As the Minister for
Railways reminds me, we could not very well
‘‘eontinue’’ without an amendment. How-
ever, [ am entirely in your hands and, subject
to your ruling on the point raised, I move—

“That the Bill be now read a second
time,??

Mr. SPEAKER: T aecept the Attorney
General’s statement on the point raised. T
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would like to remind the House that there are
fresh in the memory occasicns on whieh Hilla
with incomplete titles have passed this House
and have heen ruled out in another place. On
reading Clause 3 it occurred to me that the
Title did not quite cover the subject-matter
of the Bill, and so I have drawn attention ¢
it. I am satisfied with the statement of the
Attorney General,

Mr. ROCKE (Soulh Fremantle) [7.40]: I
regret that the Government should have
deemed it mecessary to trng down the Bill,
It is a breach.of faith with the clecters, Why
should there be any fear of tue voice of the
people on the question of Jiquor traffict
This question is of all importance zt the pre-
sent juncture. It is not what is vulgarly
termed a ‘‘wowser’’ gmestion, bt it is a
financial question. We have Dbeen toll that
the Government were elected to straighten
out the finances of the State, and we bave
been told also that the aproxiinate deficit
for the coming year will represent £3,000
per day. We spend nearly £8,000 per day
on aleoholic liguor, so it i3 not hard to see
that if the liquor traffic were placed under
the control of the people the State wounld be
very much better off,  Speaking in round
figures, I think the amount received from all
sources for licenses in connection with the
traffic is about £40,000 per annum, and that
to obtain that sum we spend £380,000 in the
upkeep of gaols, eharitable institutions, and
asylums, for which, we are teold, the lignor
traffic is responsible in a very large measure.
The people were promised that they should
have a voice on this question in 1918. Tt is
now sought to put off the question for another
three years, and we have no proof that at the
end of that period it will not again he put
off until 1924. Althongh it is u matter of
very great importance, the moral or immoral
agpect of the question need not verv much
coneern us at present, but, as T have said,
the finanecial aspect of the question should be
regarded as of paramount importance. I am
not asking the liquor traffic to give away
anything, neither am I asking the Govern-
ment to introduce any drastie mecasure; but
T do ask the Government to keep faith with
the people. I do not think that ia tno muech
to ask of any Government, Comparing the
amount being expended with what we are
receiving we find it is searcely what one
would expert from a Government elaiming a
monepoly of *‘husiness acumen.’’ We have
been told that at the last poll all the elee-
torates, with one exception, voted for no in-
creases in licenses. I'rom that it is evident
that the liquor traffic fears the voice of the
people. As a democrat T demand to hear the
people’s voice on every question of great im-
portance. and at the present time T know of
no domestie question which econcerns our
nation to the same degree as that of the 13-
quor traffic. We have been told that we must
merease production, muat eliminate all waste
and must conserve all shipping space in order
to provide food for the nation. The insin-
cerity of those who speak to us on this ques-
tion ean be gauged by the fact that hundreds
of millions of bushels of grain, which eonld
have heen turned inte food for the nation,
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bave been used in the manufacture of alco-
holic spirits. And, likewise, shipping spaee
has been used which should have been used
for the conveyance of other merchandise.
Against the people engaged in the traffic 1
have nothing to say, [ have met men con-
pnected with it who are, many of them, well
worthy of gracing a far nobler calling in life
than that provided in the liquor traffic; but
I de say that, at this juncture particularly,
the traffic is a menace to the community and
that the people should be able to speak, as
has been promised them, on this all important
subject. The question which was to go be-
fore the people this year, and which the Gov-
ernment are now sceking to put off again, is
one in which every member who is returned
as a representative of the people should be
interested, particularly, T think, those who
profess to represent the working classes, It
may be interesting to members to know that
the first licedising systemr was introduced in
about the sixtecnth century, when words
something like these were used, ‘' That on
aceount of the arrogance of the workers, and
their utter contempt for the nobility, it be-
comes necessary to open up a channel down
which the wages, or the money of the worker,
must he peured, so as to sap his independ-
ence.’”’ We find in almost every industrial
dispute, wherever the workers are defeated,
that it is becanse of the lack of finances, If

. the money which goes intn the coffers of the

ligquor traffic was distributed in a better way
amongst the people we would never have the
difficulty which arises from time to time in
the industrial world. We have been told by
the Commissioner of Police that the eurtail-
ment of the trading hours of the traffic has
been beneficinl to the people; so that by clos-
ing up in o small degree the mouth of the
sewer, Which was opened to sap the life of
the worker, we tind that benefit haa accrued.
I thought from thia that the Government
would hasten, not only to place this matter
of local option before the people, bnt would
of its own initiative seck to put the traffie
on n basis gimilar to that on which other
businesses stand. It may be urged that other
businesses do not pay license fees such ag
the traffic pays, but, on the other hand, the
traffie in return enjoys a limile? monopuly
in business. Apart from thia, however, we
have the fact nf the debasing influence upon
society brought about by the drink traffie,
and particularly the debasing influence upon
the rising generation, and upon the children
yet unhorn. I very much regret that the Gov-
ernment are pushing this matter, and taking
away from the people that which should be
their inalienable right to express their opinion
npon this important question, For that rea-
son I shall oppose the Bill.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [7.50]: Whilst many members will
perhaps agree with the remarks of the last
speaker as to the influence wpon others of
these whe drink intoxicating liguors to ex-
cess, at the same time T fail to recall any
promise having been made that a local option
vote would be takem in 1918, According to
the Act passed in 1911, the vear 1921 is men-
tioned, and that is the wear in which the
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people were promised that a full local option
vote would Dbe taken, The Attorney General
is j_ustiﬁed, under these conditions, in intro-
duocing this Bill, There is not the least doubt
in my mind that an honourable understanding
was arrived at at the time the 1911 Bill was
introduced, providing for time compensation
in lien of money compensation.

The Minister for Works: That is correct.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: We must realise that
in a State like Western Australia, where a large
amount of money has been spent upon build-
ings which bave only been in existence for a
few years, the people responsible for their
erection could legally—some say not legally—
or morally claim some compensation for the
large expenditure to which they have been
put.

Mr. Thomsen: Is there apy guarantee in
this Bill that they will not seek for compen-
sation?

lon. W, C. ANGWIN: There*is in the 1911
Act. XNo compensation is to be paid for the
closing of hotels after 1921. Before the hon.
member interjected I was going to say that
the 1811 Act has been the means of evoking
many diseussions in this House. My hon.
friend, the late Attorney General, and the
leader of the temperance party in this House,
hag on many occasions tried to introduece
amending legislation for the purpose of doing
away with what I may call an honourable
compact,
posed to his ideas have been successful up to
date in keeping the promiss which, in my
oponion was properly made and which was
agreed to by all sections of the House, and
Iy leaders of the temperance movement out-
side the House and otbers, and preventing him
from carrying out his intention of interfering
with the legislation with regard tc the year
1921, If anything at all has been done to
induce those engaged in the traffic to try and
get an extension of the Act after 1921, it has
heen done by those who call themselves the
leaders of the temperauce movement in West-
ern Australia. Flaving once entered inte a
compact of this kind and agreed to time com-
pensation, they should immediately have en-
deavoured to honour that compact, and in
1921 should tell the people concerned that
they have honoured that compact which they
had entered into and expect them to do like-
wise in respect to any possible request for an
extension beyond 1921. Many hon. members
have been subjected to a great deal of abuse
in this matter. The Honorary Minister (Hon.
R. H. Underwood) for one has been abused up
hill and down dale. There has been some ex-
cuse so far as I am concerned, for I have heen
told that the reason why I opposed the altera.
tion of the Act was that I lived near a hrew.
ery, that the fumes every morning affected me,
and that T was not in a pesition to judge
clearly upon the matter under consideration,
I was instrumental in introducing the 1921
clause in the original Act, and I did se at the
request of the temperance organisations in
Fremantle, A perusal of ‘‘Hansard’’ will
show this clearly and distinctly, ard also that
T was written to and asked to move for at
least a 10 years’ time compensation in lieu of
monetary compensation. To this the Honse

Unfortunately for him, those op-.
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agreed, As | remarked prior to the general
elections, I intend to adbere to the honourable
compact made, and to retain, so far as my
vote iy able io do so, the provisions of the
Act regarding 1921. I do not want to go into
the pros and cons of the position, but & have
this to say to the member for South Fre-
mantle: suppose a vote was taken in this
House, and this Bill was not passed—the
people are only to be asked the question as to
whether the licenses should be increased—
then the only means that those who wish to
curtail the liquor traffic would bave of deing
so would be to remain as they are, and on the
other hand the other side would have a chance
of increasing the licenses. For those who,
prior to the passing of the 1911 Act, engaged
themselves in opposing licenses, this Act was
a godsend. Some of us bad to go from deor
to door to get signatures from the ratepayers
to oppose licenses when they came before the
licensing beneh, and not only had we to do
this but we had to attend the licensing court
in order to swear that the person who asigned
the requisition actually did so. Immediately
the Act was passed this was done away with
and it became no longer necessary to attend
the court in order to oppose the granting of
any particular new license. There are some
points regarding which the Aect needs amend-
ment: for instance, in regard to the transfer
of a license from one district to another, be-
cause such license is not a paying one in any
particular district. I hope, before the Jocal
option vote is taken, that the Government of
the day will amend the Aet in this direction.
I should also like to see all wine and gallon
licenses wiped out, as well as some other
forms of licenses. If we are to deal properly
with the drink traffic we should see that it is
conducted in properly licensed houses, where
the police can have proper control, instead of
its being conducted by means of twopenny-
halfpenny carts. We know that people will
sometimes order a bottle of oil and pget a
bottle of whisky supplied to them for it, and
that this sort of thing has been going on for
a long time. The only possible thing we can
do now is to continue this Act, and teo avoid
just now the expense conmnected with the sub-
mission of the matter to the people. No in-
crease can take place in the number of
licenses except outside a radius of 15 miles
from an existing license. In the year 1921
the question of a full local option will be sub-
mitted to the people, who will then be able to
say whether licenses should be inereased or
decreased. I hope the second reading of the
Bill will be agreed to.

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [7.539]: [
feel somewhat like the member for South
Fremantle {Mr. Rocke) and regret the peo-
ple arc not having an oportunity of dealing
with this matter. We have the Legislative
Counecil cleetions taking place in May, and 1
sce no reason why the question should not be
submitted to the people then. T should have
liked to have seen an amendmént to this Bill.
Tt is all very well for the member for North-
East Fremantle (ITon. W. C. Angwin) and
other hon. members to say that a compact
was entered iato in 1811,  Circumstances
have altered since then. In 1914 we entered
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into the prescnt great struggle, and the con-
ditions to-day are not applieable to those
existing at the time the compact was entered
inte. So far as I can see we have no guaran-
tee that the people who are interested in
the liguor trade will not he able to do as they
didl during last session, namely, exert suffi-
¢ient influence in this House to nuliify the
the Act and have it repealed,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The other side tried
that.

Hon. R. H. Underwocod (Honorary Minis-
ter): This House has supreme power.

Mr. THOMSOX: [ admit that this House
has absolute and supreme control, and that
has been proved in the past so far as this par-
ticular business is concerned. Let any hon.
member stand up in this House and take up
the cudgels on behalf of the temperance peo-
ple, and he will find that deaspite the fact
that the liquor guestion is not being placed
before the people in ihe form of 2 referen-
dum, the whole of the forces of the Liquor
Defence League are cowbined fo ensure that
he is not returned. I make that statement
without fear of confradiction. The ques-
tion was, in fact, an important one, a burn-
ing one, during my recent eleetion. The Li-
quor Defence League of Western Australia
sent to all the hotelkeepers in my district a
eircular to the effect that the league looked
upon the sitting member for Katanning as
antagonistic to their trade, and that the
hotelkeepers should use their utmost endea-
vours to secure his defeat. And undoubtedly
those hotelkeepers did use every effort, he-
cause in every portion of my eclectorate 1
met with the very strongest opposition from
that particular section.

Mr, Green: You were with them when the
Labour Government were in office.

Mr. THOMSON: I contend that I was
justified in the action I took. I admit that
the people interested in the liquor trade were
justified in the action they took. I am net
cavilling at their exercise of their just
rights. But what T wish to emphasise is that
when this particular measure comes before
the House in 1921 we shall have the whole
fight over againm, and that the liquor trade
will not trouble itself very much about the
compact of 1911. The fight will bave to be
gone through all over again,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have had
fight every year.

Mr. THOMSOXN: Certainly, T regret that
the people are not to have an early oppor-
tunity of deciding whether the number of
botels shall be reduced. This Bill, as the
memher for South Fremantle (Mr. Rocke)
has stated, will merely decide whether licen-
ses shall remain as they are or shall he in-
ereased. T am not at all in accord with the
teinperance people. TFor years T have been
a consistent advocate of the nationalisation
of the liguor trade. I agree with hon. mem-
bers opposite who maintain that wbatiopali-
sation offers the most equitable solution of
the liquor problem. TUnder nationalisation.
if the people decide to close hotels they will
not be injuring any individval. I feel
tempted to take the opportunity, in Commit-

the
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tee, of testing the feeling of hon. members
as regards allowing the people to express
their opinions on the liquor trade at the Leg-
islative Council eleetion in May, The gues-
tion we are dealing with is a lurge one,
affecting the nation and certainly affecting
the efficiency of our manhood and the effici-
ency of our soldiers,

Mr. Green: What rot!

Mr. Jones: A patriotic statement.

Mr. THOMSOX: An officer oceupying a
high position on the military staff of this
State said to me, ** Well, Thomson, I am not
a ‘woser’ by any means, or a teetotaller,
but I want to say that the elosing of the
hotels when our troops are en route means
a saving of tens of thousands of pounds to
the Comonwealth Defence Department,’’

Hon. P. Collier: In what way?

Mr, THOMSON: The hon. member knows
that if troops passing through do not con-
sume liquor they are amenable to diseipline,
und that therefore uo trouble arises, We
know as a fact that scores of soldiers have
heen left behind—quite without any intea-
tion of missing their ships—because, unfor-
tunately for themselves, they met a  good
many friends, and in consequence were
slightly elevated. T wish the House to un-
dersland clearly that I cust no reflection
whatever on our soldiers. I have neither
right nor desire to do so. I merely point out
that the military authorities recognise the
necessity for elosing hotels when troep ships
and hospital ships are passing through. For
me that is quite a sufficient argument. It
proves at least to me that the military au-
thorities recognise the need for regulating
the ligquor traffic. In conclusion, I must
again express my deep regret that the people
will not he afforded an early opportunity of
dealing eomprehensively with the liguor
question.

The ATTORNEY GEXERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Canning—in reply) [8.6]: I wish
to say a word in reply to the member for
South Fremantle (Mr, Rocke), who accuses the
Government of breaking faith with the people
over this measure. The hon. member, I feel
sure, does not quite understand the trend of
the law on the subject, which has been care-
fully explained by the member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon, W, G. Angwin).

Mr. Rocke: T thought you said the poll was
promised for 1918.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The Act of
1915 provides that the local option vote—the
vote that is capable of being taken—shall be
taken in the vear 1918. But what is that vote?
The membher for North-East Fremantle ex-
plained that. but T do not think the member
for South Fremantle quite grasped the posi-
tion; and, as there may be other hon. members
similarly sitvated, T shall sar a few words on
that point. The Licensing Act, 1911, provides
lix Rections 76 to 79 that local option condi-
tions shall prevail, that a certain number of
fluestions shall e asked, and that the questions
shall be whether the nnmher of licenses exist-
ing in a distriet shall eontinue, whether the
namhber of licenses existing in a distriet ghall
be increased, whether the number of licenses
existing in a district shall be reduced, whether
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no licenses shall be granted or renewed. Sub-
seetion 3 of Section 77 reads—

Provided that Hesolutions A, C, and D
shall not he submitted to the electors until
after the thirty-first day of December, One
thousand nine hundred and twenty, and until
after that date the voting paper shall be in
the form in Part IL of the Fifteenth Sche-
dule.

So that, Resolutions A, C, and D being cut
out, there remains only Resolution B—

That the number of licenses existing in
the distriet be increased.

As hon. members have already been informed,
that was the question submitted in 1911, and
that was the question which was answered,
‘*No; you must not inerease ihe mumber of
licenses.’’ If the hon. member for South Fre-
mantle were to put the question to the people
again, he would be playing into the hands of
the publicans, becaunse the question has already
been answered in his favour.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I do mnot agree with
the hon. member in that. The publicans do not
want the number of licenses inereased.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Then [ will
suy, the memher for South Fremantle would be
playing into the hands of a certain section of
the community. It is possible that if the ques-
tion were submitted again the majority might
reply, ““Yes; let us have an inerease of licen-
ses.?’

Mr. Thomson: It
though,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Itis possible.
Since the question has already been answered
in favour of hon. members opposing the Bill,
why disturb the decision? 'Thercfore the in-
troduction of this Bill does not represent a
breach of faith with the people, but rather
keeps faith with them, because they had been
told in 1911 that these loeal option provisions,
under which—let hon. members make no mis-
take abouf it—hotels can be elosed absolutely
without compensation, would be put into oper-
ation in 1921. To exercise now the right of
closing would be what I and many others wounld
call a breach of faith, and a2 real breach of
faith. Moreover, to close hotels now, wonld
mean eompensation. In 1921 any hotel the peo-
ple choose cun be closed without compensation.

Hon. P, Collier: Provided existing legisla-
tion is not amended in the meantime.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: To that I re-

is not very probable,

ply, sofficient unto the day is the evil thereof.

Hon., P. Collier: The Parliament of 1920
might decide to amend existing legislation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There is only
one other point 1 wish to mention, a point
which shows how wise the Parliamentary
Draftsman was in the partienlar form of title
he selected—

An Aet to continne until the month of
April, 1921, the licensing distriets as con-
stituted by the Licensing Act, 1911, and the
local option rerolutions in force thereunder.

That Title covera the Bill, but would not cover
an amendment such as desired hy the member
for Katanning (Mr. Thomson), altering the
Act of 1911 so as to submit the local option
provisions as a whole to-day. 1 shall have
to ask you, Mr. Speaker, to rule such an amend-
ment out of order as not being within the pur-
view of the Bill. The Title would have to be
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reeast in order to permit of the introduction
of suech an amendment,

Mr. Thomson: 1 quite recognise that,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The member
for Katanning has given an additional rea-
son, which T now urge, for maintaining thag the
Title of the Bill is a correct one. Whether the
hen. member’s views are correct is not a mat-
ter of debate now. The matter for debate now
is, shall we hold a poll in April of this year,
at a cost to the eountry of £1,000, to ask the
question, shall the number of licenses exist-
ing in a district be increnged? The alternative
js to rest satisfied with the answer already
given, that they shall not be increased. Then
a poll taken in 1921—when the statute, as I
presume and as we all presume, will still be in
force—will decide the whole of the questions
which ean at that date Dbe submitted. The
questions whieh 1 have read out will he sub-
mitted in 1921.

Hon. 1. Walker: Or some other guestions,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Those four
questions are provided for by the Aet. I think
1 have now dealt sufficiently with the objec-
tions raised to this measure. I submit to the
House that there are good reasons why the
second reading of this Bill should be passed.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,

In Committee.

Mr. Stubbs in the Chair; the Attorney Gen-
eral in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Local option resolutions continned
to April 1821

Mr. THOMSON: I would ask the Attorney
General to state the reason why this poll can
not be taken in October, 1920. TTe has told the
House that the poll shonld not be taken in
1918 on the score of ceonomy, but 1 would
like to know why it can not be taken in 1920,
So far as I am persgnally concerned the matier
of the liqguor referendum docs not worry me
in the slightest.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The answer
to the hon. member js the Statute of 1911, See-
tion 77, Suhsection 3 of which provides that
the resolutions which I have read shall not be
submitted to the electors until afier the 31st
December, 1920, That means that they cannof
be submitted during that year.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

BILI—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUATION,

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon, R. T.
Robingon—Canning) [8.21] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill does not re-
quire much explanation; it speaks for itself.
We have what is known as the Industries As-
gistance Acet and the object of the Bill is to
continue the operation of . that Aet for a
further period of 12 months, For the infor-
mation of hon. members it might be pointed
out that the Industries Assistance Act itself
has no time limit; it goes on. But there is
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& provision in it whereby the operation of the
Act so far as the making of fresh advances is
coneernerd], is limited to partieular periods, and
the reriod in the existing Ac¢t expires on the
31st March of this year, Therefore, if the
Bill before hon. members be not passed, it
will not be possible to make further advances
to farmers after that date. T shall he glad
within the purview of the Bill to supply to
hon, members any information that may be
required. This afterncon I circulated a re-
sume of the operations of the board, but
whether it be in connection with this Bill or
at any other time that I am asked to supply
information, I shall be only too happy to

furnish it. T move—
‘*That the Bill be now read a second
time,’’?
Hon. P. COLLIER (Bouwider) [8.24]: I

liave no objection to offer to the passage of
the Bill because I rceognise it is necessary
that this continuation measure should be
passed to enable the TIndustries Assistance
Board to eontinne to make advances beyond
the 31st March of the present year. Of
course, there are many matters of very great
importance arising out of the statements sub-
mitted to the House this afternoon by the
Minister for Industries. Al of these, how-
ever, can best be discussed on the Estimates.
As a matter of fact, I doubt whether we
wouid be in order in raising a general discus-
sion on the admianistration of the Aect under
the (‘ontinuafiion Bill.

The Attorney General: As T said this
afternoon, I am willing to make an oecasion
for a discussion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: TIf the Estimates were
not ahead of vs we might endeavour to avail
ourselves of the Minister’s offer, but as the
House will have full opportunity of discussing
all matters connected with the administration
of the Aet when the Estimates of the various
departments are before us, I do not see that
any purpese will be served in endeavouring to
discuss these matters under the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,
Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment, and the
report adopted.

BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Canning) [8.28] in moving the
second reading said: The object of this Bill
is to amend the Electoral Act, 1907. There
are two different objects aimed at in the Bill;
the first i3 an amendment for the purpose of
cnabling economy to be exercised wherever
possible in the printing and the issue of the
rolly, and the seeond is for the purpose of
making the Act more effective. At the pre-
sent time by an amending Electoral Act, No.
56 of 1917, the amalgamated Legislative
Council rolls for the Upper House elections
must he printed in February biennially. Thig
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means unnecessary printing as the roll has te
be printed again as seon as the wril is issued
in May. This happens every second year,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Have you ever done
it in the past?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.

Hon. P. Collier: Then the Act has been
evaded.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The sugges-
tion has been made by the Electoral Registrar
on the score of ecomomy, and I came to the
conelusion that it would be a wise amendment
to submit to the House. At all evenis this
amendment will enable one print to suffice,
instead of the two now necessary. A further
point is that the amendment will avoid the
printing of supplemcntary rolls, At present
the supplementary rolls have to be printed
every three months.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Quite right too.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The amend-
ment restores Ethe subsection to what it was
hefore the amendment of 1912,

Hon. P. Collier: Which gives the Chief
Electoral Officer discretion as to their print-
ing?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. Again,
it is aimed to make the penal clauses more
effective by reducing the penalty from two
years to 12 months. Where a penalty is two
years, offenders have to be committed for
trial and take their trial before a judge and
jury of the Supreme Court; whereas, if the
penalty is 12 months the offenders can be
dealt with summarily by magiatrates. In the
Commonwealth Act offences of this deserip-
tion are dealt with summarily, and we have
merely copied the proevision of the Common-
wealth Act.

Hon. P. Coliter:
eutions at all?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, we had
a number last year for wrong claim cards, and
offences of that sort. No jury feel inclined
to convict a man of anything so trivial. We
require to reduce the penalty from two years
to 12 months so as to take these cases from a
higher to a lower court.

Mr, Munsie: Reference is made in the Bill
to subsection 2 of Section 24. There is no
such subsection in the principal Aect.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
probably a misprint.

Flon. P. Collier: It does not seem to be
apropos of Section 24.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Act was amended
in 1911, and the amendmepts became part
of the principal Aet, as provided for.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I think the
section has bgen wrongly qnoted. Llowever,
1 will ook irnto it. There is a further pro-
vision for summarily dealing with minor
offences where the evidence that the state-
ment was wilfully made is answered. That
is to say where wrong slatements have been
made they can bhe dealt with, without Eheir
having been wilfully made. T move—

““That the Bill be now read a second
time.’?

On motion by Hon. . Collier, debate ad-
Journed.

Have we hal any prose-

That 1is
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BILL—DENTISTS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Hon, T. WALKER (Kanowna) [8.36] in
moving the second reading said: More than
onee have I Lad the privilege of introducing
a Bill framed praectically in the same words.
I am not going to weary the IHouse by
auy lengthy introduction of the measure, be-
canse 1 think it will commend itself to the
sound judgment of those who are desirous of
seeing an advancement in our professional
as well us in our ordinary social life. In
1909 a Bill was passed to amend the Legal
Practitioners’ Act. At that time the entrance
into the legal profession could be obtained
only by serving articles and passing the ne-
cessary examinations. That  Bill recen'.eml
the approval of both Uranehes of the Legis-
lature, and it has been found to work no evil
whatsoever; in fact it bas admitted into the
ranits of the legal profession some very able
men indeed. Now, what is good for the Jegal
profession cannot be of injury to the dental
profession. As a matter of fact I venture to
think more public good will acerue from the
passing of the Bill before the House than
has acerued from the passage of the amend-
ment of the Legal Practitioners’ Aet. At
present the bulk of the responsibility to the
public for proper treatment in dental opera-
tions Tests, not with the members of the
" board, not with the registered dentisis, but
with the operators they all employ. Oune can-
not enter any large deatal establishment
without finding the management of the work,
the real operations, the real treatment of the
publie, in the hands of operators, men of
intelligence, of education, and of long eox-
perience, skilled in all training necessary for
the practice of mechanical and surgical den-
tistry. The registered dentists are compara-
tively few, and they enjoy the casy time of
supervision, and secarcely supervision at that.
The public are in the hands of the skilled
operators. Yet the Dental Board in this State
have so closed themselves in that they will
not admit the skilled men into the profes-
sion, preferring to eontinue te enjoy an ab-
solutely close preserve. Morcover, by the
Dentists Aet we have given to this board
powers which I venture to think are given
to no other professional body in the world.
Such is their discretion that, to the know-
ledge of all of us here, they have refused ad-
mission to the most skilled and accomplished
of men, while admitting others of lesser
accomplishments, merely for u whim, or be-
cause in some way or other it suited their
interests. The only way at present in which
a Western Australian can be admitted into
the profession is to article himself and serve

articles after passing his preliminary
examnination. And the board by their
methods of examination - for they are
the examining  body; it is not like

a University — can by their very tests
exclude persons they do mnot wunt with-
in the ranks. Tf they liked to act tyranni-
cally there never wonld be a more tyrannical
bhady.

[ASSEMBILY.]

Mr. Harrisgn: Whom do youn suggest should
examine?

Hou, T. WALKER: I suggest that we
shouid basten along our facilities in the Uni-
versity so as to get an impartial bhody of
these who understand dentistry from the
University on its learned side. At present
the exuminers are all interested parties.

Mr, Harrison: The Bill does not alter the
examining board.

Hon, T. WALKER: Neo, but it compels
them to set the examination in a certain man-
ner, compels them to hold a practical exami-
nation a9 against a theoretical or book exa-
mination, These people to whom I refer are
already doing the work.

Mr. Harrigon: You are going to open the
gate too wide.

Hon. T. WALKXR: The gate is open now.
Those who are doing professional work now
are the persons I want to admit and bestow
upon them professional rank.

Mr. Harrison: Do you mean that the in-
Ferior man ean get through now and that the
superior man cannotd

Hon. T. WALKXR: No. I mean to say that
the good meu, the men who are eapable and
arc actually deing the work, the men upon
whom the public have to rely, are by the
law as it stands now prevented from receiv-
ing recognition and doing work on their own
behalf. They may only be the hirelings off
those who are registered.

Mr. Ilarrison. Can they pass their examira-
tions?

Hon. T. WALKER: They are nol ailownd
to sit for cxaminztion, nor are thex given
any hope of entering into the profession as
the law now stands. This Bill provides that if
these people have a good character, and have
served for 10 years, they may sit for exa-
mination. 1 wonld be willing to aceept an
amendment for even a lesser number of years,

Mr. Harrison: Will these men be gualified
when they are let in?

Hon, T. WALKER: They are qualified now.
They are the actual men in charge; they
s everything from drawing z teeth to turn-
ing out the latest brand of new teeth. They
also do everything with regard to the treat-
meant of patients.

Mr. Pickering: What is the present system
of examination?

Hon. T. WALKER: The present svstem of
admission into the profession is by serving
articles after passing a preliminary examina-
tion, aml this Bill does not prevent that course
heing now followed. T know of the case of a
man who attended a university course in Eng-
land, and beeause of his health was unable
to complete his final exawmination, and came
to Western Australia. TUnless this man is will-
ing to serve his articles here, although he had
reached the stage of his final examination in
a. university in the old land, still he cannot be
gdmitted to the dentistry profession in this
State. T propose that if a man shows his fit-
ness by his actual service and work, and then
passes an examination m practical and surgi-
cal dentistry, he may be admitted to the pro-
fession. This is only what we have done in the
legal profession already. There is an evil in
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making a board, such as this board, supreme
and above the law, and in its being able to
‘do as it likes. It is a positive danger to the
community. As the law now stamds, anyone
outside a certain radius of Perth can draw a
tooth, which i~ a dangerous operation, and can
perform u surgical operation in dentistry in
which there is risk of life, but he cannot come
to Perth and make a set of teeth, hecause that
is where the profits lie, and where he is enter-
ing into competition with those who have this
great and marfow monopoly.

Mr. Davies: Do you include mechanical as-
sistants?

Hon. T. WALKER: Any person who proves
to the satisfaction of the board that he is of
good character, and for not less than 10 years
has been engaged in the work a8 an operative
assistant to a registered dentist in Western
Australia, and then after that passes an ex-
amination in practical and surgical dentistry.
If he has heen for 10 yecars an operative,
doing the work, and has proved his fitness, and
then passes an exanination, he is entitled to
be registered.

Mr. Mullany: What number of persons will
be affected?

Hon. T. WALKER: I think they could he
numbered on the fingers of both hands. At
the same time if only one man was
comeernged it would not be justice to
keep him out. We should recognise those
who have the burden of the work on
their shoulders and are entitled to the distine-
tion of registration, and give them an oppor-
tunity of practising for themselves. No. doubt
some of them will remain as operative workers,
employed hy some of the hig firms, and will
not want to be independent, but others may re.
quire to start for themsclves. [f their charae.
ter is right and their skill is right, and if their
intellectual attainments are right, we should
not shut the door upon them. The principle is
a simple one. I am ouly following the course
already adopted in other lands. [ move—

‘“That the Bill be now read a second
time.”?

On motion by the Attorney General, debate
adjonrned.

House adjourned at 8.55 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,

¥ednesday, 30th January, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

[For **Questions on notice’’ and ‘‘Papers
Presented’’ see ‘“Votes and Proceedings.’?]
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PRIVILEGE—PRINTING AND DISTRI-
BUTION OF REPORTS.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [4.45] asked the Speaker without
notice :  Is Mr. Speaker aware that the
annual departmental and other reports have
not bLeen distributed to members this year, as
has been done in previous years? Will Mr.
Speaker make inquiries into the matter, and
see that the reports are distributed to mem-
hers for their information when discussing
departmental matters, partienlarly the Esti-
mates, as surely it is not intended te prohibit
members having information regarding the
administration of the various departments?

Mr. SPEAKER [4.406]: In reply to the
hon. member I desire to say that I was not
aware that the reports were not being printed
and ecirenlated until my attention was drawn
to the matter just before the House met. I
was, however, aware that the Treasurer, who
controls the Government Printing Office——

Hon. W, C. Angwin: But not this House.

My, SPEAKER: The Treasurer had issued
instruetions, on the seore of economy, that
reports, which might have been considered
superfluons, shonid not be printed. 1 supposa
the subject-matter of the hon. gentleman’s
question comes within that category. I feel
sure it is not the intention of the Treasurer
to prevent hon. members getting necessary
information, and I believe arrangements have
heen made for an hon. member who desires
to have a departmental report, to have that
report furnished to him in the Mouse for pur-
poses of reference and convenience and for
the conduet of business.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W. J.
George—Murray-Wellington) [4.48] :  With
reference to the reporis of the Public Works
Department and the Water Supply Depart-
ment, these have heen ready for the printer
for some time, but under the circumstances
detailed by AMr. Speaker, the printing of these
documents has not been carried out, and the
reports have been laid on the Table of the
Mouse in typewritten form, TIf the House de-
sires that they shall be printed, 2 motion to
that effect may be moved, and they will be
printed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Do you want to pre-
vent hon. members seeing what you are doing?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The hon.
member has no right to make a remark like
that. The reports have not been printed for
the simple reason given by Mr. Speaker.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Treasurer is not
going to take charge of this House.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I feel
rather strongly on thia matter becauge I find
that the report of the Railway Department
and alsp other reports have been printed, yei
the reports of two departments which, to my
mind, are very important, have been presented
to the House only in typewritten form.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: The report of the Rail-
way Department has not been distributed
either,

Hen. P, COLLIER (Boulder) [4.49]: See-
ing that the Government have decided to make
a departure from a practice which has ob-
tained hitherto in this House, regarding the



